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About IAC 

 
The Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of 

Women and Children (IAC) is a non-government, non-profit International 

Organization set up in 1984 in Dakar, Senegal. 

 

The purpose of IAC is to promote the basic human rights of women and children 

by campaigning against FGM and other harmful traditional practices while 

promoting beneficial practices. 

 

The guiding principle of IAC is strongly based on education in order to bring about 

a positive change of attitude. Building the capacity of affected communities is a 

long-standing strategy of the Organization. 

 

The Inter-African Committee is a membership Organization with National 

Committees in 28 African countries and 15 Group Sections/Affiliates in Europe, 

Canada, USA, Japan and New Zealand. 

 

IAC enjoys Consultative Status with the African Union (AU), the UN Economic 

and Social Council (ECOSOC) and an Official Status with the World Health 

Organization (WHO). It collaborates with several Non-Governmental 

Organizations and some UN Agencies among which are Agence 

Intergouvernmentale de la Francophonie, WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF. 

 

IAC headquarters is located in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in the ECA Building while 

an International Liaison Office is maintained in Geneva, Switzerland for lobbying 

and fund-raising. 

 

It has an Executive Board comprising the President, two Vice-Presidents, a 

Secretary-General, a Treasurer and an Executive Director. 
�

�
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The year 2010, the target year for reaching Zero Tolerance to FGM is fast approaching. We are 

passing through a crucial moment of hard work under serious constraints to achieve the set 

objective and to live up to the expectations of members and partners. 

The National Committees deserve special appreciation for the very many innovative approaches 

they have adopted in order to keep the anti FGM campaign alive and moving.   

The celebration of February 6th demonstrates the ground-breaking activities that took place in 

many of the counties where IAC is present. In Sierra Leone, chiefs, initiators, youth, government 

officials joined hands, and made the day meaningful with strong messages related to anti FGM 

campaign. Sudan, Nigeria, Niger, Gambia, Senegal, Central African Republic, Ethiopia, and 

many others more give visibility to the day with colorful events. 

These initiatives require tremendous courage, innovation and commitment to be realized.   

It is also heartening to witness the observation of February 6
th

 in Geneva in the Office of the UN 

High Commissioner for Human Rights with distinguished personalities, human rights activists 

and friends of IAC. This demonstrates the efforts IAC continues to deploy at all levels in order to 

reach Zero Tolerance to FGM. 

It is evident that more work is required to accelerate the elimination of FGM. But this will be 

possible only if the resources are available to implement projected programs.  

On behalf of IAC, I would like to appeal to all those humanitarian organizations and 

governments to provide support to IAC and its National Committees and to mainstream it into all 

development program in order to declare 2010 an FGM free year.�

�
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Zero Tolerance to FGM third anniversary 
 

With the theme “Joining Hands and Closing Gaps to Make Zero Tolerance to FGM a 

Reality”, many IAC National Committees and some Affiliates celebrated February 6, 

2006 being the third anniversary of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation. 

 

Below are excerpts from the celebrations around the world. 
 

   

Statement by Dr. Heli Bathija, Department of Reproductive Health and 

Research, WHO, Geneva 

 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) refers to a set of practices involving the partial or complete 

removal of the external female genitalia. It is practiced primarily in 28 countries in Africa, but 

also exists in the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula and around the Persian Gulf as well as in 

some places in Indonesia and Malaysia. In addition, FGM is practiced among some immigrant 

communities in many European countries, Australia, Canada, and the USA. 

 

WHO leadership and contribution 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) was the first UN technical agency to address the issue of 

Female Genital Mutilation.  In 1979, the WHO Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

(EMR) organized a seminar entitled “traditional practices affecting the health of women and 

children. “  This meeting was held in the Sudan and was attended by many policy makers and 

health personnel from several practicing countries.  In 1995, WHO convened a Technical 

Working Group meeting on FGM.  This meeting resulted in a clear definition of FGM and its 

different types.  This was followed by the Joint Statement on the elimination of FGM by 

WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF. 

 

 

WHO is still playing a leading role in addressing FGM.  WHO's unwavering stance is the 

condemnation of all forms of female genital mutilation and calls for the abolition of the practice.  

WHO also states unequivocally that no form of female genital mutilation should be practiced by 

any health professional in any setting, including hospital and other health establishment.  The 

long-term goal of WHO with regards to FGM is the complete abandonment of the practice of 

FGM around the world. 
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Message of Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, at 

Palais Wilson in Geneva, Switzerland 

 
 

 

Dear friends, 

 

I regret that I am not able to be with you in person today to share this important event.  I would 

like to extend my appreciation to the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices for 

organizing this yearly gathering to reiterate our firm commitment to put an end to female genital 

mutilation.   I wish to add my voice to your call for zero tolerance to this abhorrent practice.  The 

presence and active participation of the first ladies of various African States at the conference 

organized by the Inter-African Committee (IAC) three years ago in Addis Ababa was a crucial 

sign of the key change in the fight against FGM and other tradition-related harmful practices that 

often amount to gender–based violence.  It is in the framework of that conference that Ministers, 

Parliamentarians, Representatives of the African Union, Economic Commission for Africa and 

other UN agencies, NGOs, IAC National Committees and religious leaders agreed that 6 

February should become the Day to commemorate Zero Tolerance to FGM.   

 

The history of the movement to end FGM has revealed the need to bring about societal changes 

through efforts from within the communities and to avoid the perceptions that such efforts are 

“imposing” a value judgment on what was widely perceived to be a cultural tradition that 

contributed to the collective identity of the community.  The first regional seminar on harmful 

traditional practices organized by WHO in Khartoum in 1979 acknowledged that very important 

principle, and sounded a historical call to condemn the practice in all its forms, recommending 

the establishment of the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health 

of Women and Children. 

 

I would like to pay tribute to the Inter-African Committee, which has since then played a major 

role in ensuring that the practice is discussed at international and regional conferences and 

addressed by legal instruments. 

 

 

Statement By Ambassador Khadidja R Masri Representative, Permanent 

Delegation of The African Union in Wilson Palais, Geneva  
 

 It is an honor and great pleasure for me to participate at this celebration, which marks the third 

anniversary of the declaration of February 6 of each year as the International Day on Zero 

Tolerance to FGM. This day was initiated at the international conference on Zero Tolerance to 

FGM that was held in February 2003 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia that gathered many African 

hierarchies among them First Ladies and African Union representatives. 
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I would like, on behalf of African Union and my self, to congratulate Mrs. Berhane Ras-Work, 

Executive Director of IAC, her colleagues and organizers of this event, for the quality of their 

work and to thank them for involving the African Union in the event. 

 

IAC has an observer status with the African Union, and has cooperated with it for many years. 

 

Organizing this event, in this prestigious Palais Wilson, which is the headquarters of the United 

Nation Commission on Human Rights, is particularly significant, pertinent and appropriate, 

because FGM constitutes the most absurd violation of human rights. I use this opportunity to 

praise the High Commissioner for Human Rights for accepting to host the celebration here. 

 

The African Union in its Constituent Act, article 4 (L) states clearly its commitment to promote 

equality and fairness between women and men. 

 

To concretize this idea of equality and fairness between men and women and in order to end the 

practice which affects the health of women and children, AU adopted during its summit in 

Maputo in Mozambique, on July 2003, the Protocol to the African Charter on human and peoples 

rights relating to women rights in Africa. 

 

The following year, during its Summit held in July 2004 in Addis, AU also adopted the Solemn 

Declaration on gender equality. The AU has again appealed to its Member States and concerned 

mechanisms for the total elimination of traditional practices, which are harmful to the health of 

women.  

  

This International Day on Zero Tolerance to FGM is an appropriate opportunity to sensitize 

international opinion on the need to end the practice and IAC should count on the support of AU 

in its action to promote this noble cause for which AU and myself wish you full success. 

   

 

UNICEF Statement delivered by Caroline Bakker, UNICEF Regional Office 

for Europe, Geneva. 
 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues 

 

It is a pleasure to be with you to celebrate the 3
rd

 anniversary of joint action for the eradication of 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) by 2010.  And thank you for inviting UNICEF to give a 

statement at this event. 

 

Recent analysis reveals that some three million girls are cut each year on the African continent 

(Sub-Saharan Africa, Egypt and Sudan). Although this figure is significantly higher than the 

previous estimate of two million, this new figure does not reflect increased incidence, but is a 

more accurate estimate drawn from a greater availability of data. 

 

In every society in which it is practiced, FGM/C is a manifestation of gender inequality that is 

deeply entrenched in social, economic and political structures.  In practice, however, this 
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dimension is not explicitly addressed and may not even be recognized by those who support and 

perpetuate FGM/C. 

 

The justifications offered for the practice of FGM/C are numerous and, in their specific context, 

compelling. 

 

“Why do you think people here in the village support the practice?”  Was a question asked in an 

interview with woman from Abu Hashem village in Upper Egypt. 

 

She answered:  

 

“It is a norm that has to be fulfilled.  The girl must be circumcised to protect her honour 

and the family’s honour, especially now that girls go to universities outside the village 

and may be exposed to lots of intimidating situations.”   

 

Concrete field experience, together with insights from academic theory and lessons learned from 

the experience of foot binding in China, suggest that six key elements can contribute to 

transforming the social convention of cutting girls and encourage the rapid and mass 

abandonment of the FGM/C practice. 

 

1. A non-coercive and non-judgmental approach whose primary focus is the fulfillment of 

human rights and the empowerment of girls and women. 

2. Awareness on the part of a community of the harm caused by the practice. 

3. The decision to abandon the practice as a collective choice of a group that intermarries or 

is closely connected in other ways. 

4. An explicit, public affirmation on the part of communities of their collective commitment 

to abandon FGM/C. 

5. A process of organized diffusion to ensure that the decision to abandon FGM/C spreads 

rapidly from one community to another and is sustained. 

6. An environment that enables and supports change. 

 

 
The events in Africa: 

  

Ethiopia: 

 
In Addis Ababa, headquarters of IAC, the events to mark the third anniversary of February 6 as 

the International Day on Zero Tolerance to FGM were jointly organized by the Headquarters 

Office of IAC, the National Committee in Ethiopia (EGLDAM/NCTPE), UNICEF and the 

government of the Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

 
The objectives of the Zero Tolerance to FGM day are to call International and National attention 

to the efforts needed to free women and girls from the adverse tradition of female genital 

mutilation and to accelerate action towards its elimination. 
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Participating at the one-day event were about 150 persons comprising grassroots women, ex- 

excisers, students, NGO representatives, Embassy staff and members of the UN Agencies. 

 

Opening 

 

The February 6, 2006 ceremony took place at the Africa Hall of the UN Economic Commission 

for Africa, Addis Ababa.  Mrs. Ubah Mohammed Hussien, State Minister, on behalf of H.E. Mrs. 

Hirut Delebo, Minister of Women’s Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 

declared the Ceremony open. 

 

In her opening statement, Mrs. Hirut Delebo speaking along the theme of “Closing Gaps and 

Joining hands in Unity to make Zero Tolerance to FGM a Reality”, stated that FGM elimination 

required “concerted and coordinated efforts from all in the society, particularly the justice sector, 

traditional and religious elders”. 

 

She pledged her Ministry’s full commitment to work together with concerned governmental and 

non-governmental organizations to bring a real change to the Ethiopian women by fighting their 

big obstacles such as FGM. 

 

Prior to the Minister’s official opening statement, the ceremony kick-started with a musical 

drama on FGM by some students.  This brightened the day as it added colour to the ceremony 

and at the same time giving a very serious underlying message of “Let’s stop FGM”. 

 

Mrs. Bogalech Alemu, Chairperson of NCTPE, read the welcome speech on behalf of Mrs. 

Berhane Ras-Work, IAC Executive Director. 

 

Mrs. Ras-Work’s speech paid glowing tribute to the late Mrs. Stella Obasanjo, wife of the 

President of Nigeria and IAC Goodwill Ambassador.  She also praised the late IAC founding 

member, Dr. Irene M. Thomas, Executive Director of IAC Nigeria, and Honorary President of 

IAC, for her exemplary contributions to the growth and success of the organization. 

 

Mrs. Ras-Work’s welcome speech emphasized the objective of observing February 6 as a special 

day, in that “attitudinal and behavioural change take place when new ideas and information reach 

the public through several channels”. 

 

Speaking further, Mrs. Ras-Work referred to IAC book, the “Common Agenda for Action” 

which was developed with the purpose of pulling together all actors to adopt an integrated 

approach to ending FGM and other harmful traditional practices (HTPs). 

 

The conference observed a minute silence in honor of the two Nigerians, Mrs. Stella Obasanjo 

and Dr. Irene Thomas. 

 

Solidarity Messages 

Statements of solidarity for February 6 event and for IAC came from: -  
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a. Mr. Bjorn Ljungqvist, UNICEF Representative 

 

b. Dr. Monique Rakotomalala, UNFPA Representative 

 

c. Dr. Olusegun Babaniyi – WHO Representative 

 

d. Dr. Kebebe Kassa – Representative of the African Union Commission 

 
UNICEF took the occasion to project a film and launch a book “FGM Digest”.  The film shot in 

Somali Region depicted the many problems of FGM and the probable solutions.  One of the 

actresses proposed formal education that would make women more aware of their rights. 

 

Mr. Abebe Kebede, Executive Director of EGLDAM/NCTPE gave a brief situation analysis of 

FGM in Ethiopia.  EGLDAM has started adopting a 5-dimensional approach in its campaign.  

Recent survey shows a decrease of FGM prevalence in Ethiopia.  It now stands at 74.3% from 

80% in previous years.  This, he said was an encouraging figure. 

 

The rest of the day-long event was dominated by panel presentations and discussions. In the end 

some recommendations were made as the way forward for the elimination of FGM by the 2010 

deadline.  

 

General Discussion: The Way Forward 
As a general discussion on the way forward, the following points were proposed:  

 

1. There should be a united front.  No one individual or organization can do it alone. 

 

2. Religious leaders should dialogue and come up with strong condemnation of FGM. 

 

3. All international legal/human rights instruments to be implemented by States Parties. 

 

4. Adopt human rights education and include this in formal education. 

 

5. Involve legal bodies at all levels. 

 

6. Train law enforcement agencies. 

 

7. Talk positively and in details such as about the advantages of not being excised. 

 

8. Reduce the emphasis on the negative consequences of FGM. 

 

9. Empower potential FGM victims to be able to say NO. 

 

10. Establish shelters/crisis centers for girls who reject being cut. 

 

11. Conduct advocacy with elders, traditional rulers, teachers and the media. 
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12. Government should be more interested in FGM elimination. 

 

13. Those who have been victims of FGM together with those who have not been excised 

should collectively think out solutions. 

 

14. Mobilize female elders. 

 

15. Parliamentarians to budget for FGM activities at the grassroots. 

 

16. Hold regular talks and workshops for parliamentarians 

 

17. Monitor institutional mechanisms that are functional. 

 

18. Have responsible persons at all levels. 

 

 

 Mrs. Zewdie Abegaz, of UNICEF 

Gender and Child Protection Unit, making a contribution during the event at the ECA, Addis 

Ababa, February 6, 2006. 

 

 Djibouti: 
 

The International Day on Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation was celebrated on 

February 6, 2006 in Djibouti through several demonstrations including meetings. 

 

During these meetings, broad comments were made on the Maputo Protocol, its ratification by 

African countries and its entry into force.  

 

Participants at the sensitizing of Djibouti-city included Government officials, Religious Leaders, 

associations of young people and women, WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, the World Bank, WFP and 

the Communities in general. 
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An FGM competition took place with the winners receiving prizes that included Chain Hi-Fi 

music, DVD, television sets and videotape recorders. UNICEF took the opportunity to give 

financial support to the national committee. 

 

 

Cameroon:  
 
The 6

th
 February 2006 was celebrated in the three provinces of Cameroon; the Centre Province 

(Briqueterie Quarters), the South West Province (Mamfe) and the Far North Province (Maroua). 

The youths were mobilised as they carried out mass sensitisation campaigns on the harmful 

effect of Female Genital Mutilation. 

 

Nigeria:  

 
(Excerpt from the address by the Minister of Health, Professor Eyitayo Lambo, at the joint 

Ministerial press briefing, Abuja) 
 

It is indeed a great privilege for me to address you today on the occasion of the 2006 

International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), which also happens to 

be the day approved by the Federal Executive Council as the National FGM Elimination Day.  

Let me start by paying tribute to two great Nigerian women whose efforts culminated in the 

declaration of a special day to focus world attention on this harmful practice and who 

unfortunately are not here with us, having passed on to the great beyond in 2005. 

 

You may recall our late First Lady; Chief (Mrs.) Stella Obasanjo played a significant role in 

Addis Ababa in 2003 by flagging off the Regional Campaign for the total elimination of female 

genital mutilation in Africa.  She was not only a signatory to the Addis Ababa declaration, but 

also had the honour and privilege to declare 6
th

 February as the International Day on Zero 

Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation on behalf of all the First Ladies of the African Continent.  

You may also recall that she was physically present in this room when we marked the event for 

the first time in 2004, during which she pledged to do all within her power “to personally 

spearhead efforts aimed at eliminating this barbaric practice”. 

 

Dr. Irene Thomas, the first Nigerian female obstetrician gynaecologist, spent a good part of her 

life in medical practice and on retirement, as the Executive Director of the Nigerian Chapter of 

the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices that Affect Women and Children (IAC), 

fighting for the elimination of FGM.  Even when she was forced out of public life by illness 2 

years ago, Dr. Thomas was still working and managing her NGO from her home.  Her dream 

was to see a Nigeria where women and girls are free from such practices as FGM that not only 

endanger their lives, but also rob them of their dignity, health and human rights. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, while these two great and courageous women did not live to fulfill their 

goal, we must not allow their dreams to die.  We must continue to struggle because of our 

conviction that FGM is “a wind that blows no one any good”. 
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Mobilizing the public is key to eliminating FGM.  Advocacy efforts need to be intensified and 

carried out in as many segments and levels of society as possible.  It is our genuine belief that the 

media has the power to reach various segments of society, with accurate information that raises 

awareness and reinforces positive decision.  We therefore solicit media support and partnership 

in this effort. 

 

The important role of men as family heads in the fight against FGM cannot be over-emphasized.  

This is because they make the rules that guide behaviours and actions in the home and their 

wishes are usually commands that must be obeyed.  Men can facilitate this cause by forbidding 

the mutilation of their girl children and by not insisting on marrying only circumcised girls for 

themselves and their sons. 

 

Senegal: 

 
To observe the International day on Zero Tolerance to FGM on February 6, 2006, a briefing and 

brainstorming day-long session was organized inside the premises of CESAG. 

 

The event was declared open by the Minister of Women and Family Affairs and Social 

Development, Mrs. Aida M’Bodj M’Bake, following a welcome address by the president of 

COSEPRAT, Mrs. Marianne N’Diaye Sidibe, who is also the Vice President of IAC.   

 

Mrs. Marianne N'Diaye in her address pointed out that this third anniversary celebration of the 

International Day on Zero Tolerance to FGM was a decision taken by the Inter-African 

Committee in agreement with the African Union. 

 

She reminded participants that COSEPRAT, which is a member of IAC, was established in 1984 

in Dakar. COSEPRAT is also member of the advisory committee on women and member of the 

steering committee for the fight against FGM in Senegal. 

 

Mrs. Marianne N’Diaye laid emphasis on the need to have adequate human, material and 

financial resources, as well as a genuine unity of forces and purpose in order to overcome these 

deeply rooted practices. 

 

In her speech, Madam Minister of Women and Family Affairs and Social Development 

expressed her pleasure and satisfaction to chair the opening ceremony of the daylong event.  She 

announced that her Ministry, with the support of development partners, would leave no stone 

unturned to ensure protection of the basic human rights of the women to work towards the 

elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, and also to ensure enforcement of 

these rights to the benefit of the Senegalese society. 

 

 

 

A Resolution adopted at the ceremony stated:  

“We, representatives of NGOs and Associations, meeting in Dakar on February 6, 2006 on the 

occasion of the International Day of Zero Tolerance to FGM and on invitation of COSEPRAT: 
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Now therefore, have decided to establish a nation-wide network of NGOs and Associations in 

order to speed up the abandonment of FGM. 

 

We want our network to be strong and to reach out to grassroots communities, to muster a 

synergy of actions to turn interventions into capital and to be a reference framework for an 

efficient coordination. 

 

 

Sierra Leone: 

 
The IAC Sierra Leone Secretariat organized February 6, 2006 celebration with activities taking 

place in Medina – Tonko Limba Chiefdom in Kambia District. 

 

The program started on the night of February 5 with a night vigil by excisers, initiators and 

community women, from the 124 towns in the Tonko Limba Chiefdom. Participants included 

students, youths, community women and others from all works of life in the Kambia District. 

 

On the 6
th

 of February 2006, the activities commenced with a match past involving women, 

youths, initiators, community leaders, school children and teachers from 120 towns in the 

Chiefdom.  The match past lasted for almost 2 hours and ended at the Town hall. 

 

By afternoon of same day, another celebration took place.  It was a general meeting chaired by 

the Chiefdom Speaker, who represented the Paramount Chief.   In his opening remarks, the Chief 

took his time to encourage all the circumcisers to see reason and stop FGM.  Some of the invited 

personalities gave statements in support of the official declaration on Zero Tolerance to FGM.  

One of the circumcisers (initiators) Madam Binti Bangura said that they were ready to stop 

FGM, if only IAC-Sierra Leone would provide alternative income generating activity.  She also 

affirmed that FGM is harmful but that it was their source of income.  She pleaded that the 

process of eradication should be gradually implemented in order to involve the entire community 

of Tonko Limba Chiefdom. 

 

In the evening a comic football match was organized between the youths of IAC- SL and Young 

Stars of the Chiefdom at the town field and this ended with jubilation and victory song titled 

“Goodbye Bondo Society.” 

 

The following day, February 7
th

 Mr. Joseph B.M. Sowa and Mrs. Laurel E.A. Bangura took the 

celebration to Kukuna Bramaya Chiefdom, a mile to the border between Sierra Leone and 

Guinea. 

 

Mrs. Bangura thanked the people at Bramaya for their willingness to abandon FGM. 

 

On return to Freetown after the celebration, the program continued with media discussion and 

interview by pressmen on the significance of Zero Tolerance to FGM. 

 

The Gambia: 
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GAMCOTRAP in collaboration with a group of women called the Ten Sisters of Brikama, a 

women’s group of over 200 members joined other international women organizations under the 

auspices of Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices to celebrate yet another year of the 

Zero Tolerance to FGM Day. The celebration was held in Brikama Nema, Western Division.  

Some of the day’s topics included FGM and Islamic Religion, Health and Human Rights 

perspectives, as well as presentation on positive and negative traditional practices that affect of 

women and young girls.  The celebration involved dancing and singing, eating and prayers.   

 

Women expressed surprise to learn about some of the health implications of FGM and other 

harmful traditional practices.  To their dismay, the presentation on FGM from a religious point 

was not in line with their perceptions on the stand of Islam on FGM.  Instead it became clear to 

them for the first time that the Islamic religion has nothing to do with the practice. This gathering 

created the opportunity for women to ask questions from the religious leaders regarding FGM 

and other issues affecting their personal status.  Thus some of the women took the information 

sharing opportunity to reflect on and voluntarily declared their support for the cause to fight 

against FGM and to the work with GAMCOTRAP and its allies. 

 

The effect of the celebration is that it has created another window of opportunity for women to 

reflect on the importance of information and how they as individuals can assert their rights to 

protect their children. Speaking out in a public forum voluntarily to support the campaign is a 

plus to those working tirelessly to bring the realities to the people. 

 

The challenge is to continue to try and meet the demands for training, from the various women’s 

groups to keep up the momentum in Brikama. 

 

Sudan: 
 

Preamble: 

 

The Zero tolerance to FGM celebrations in Sudan spanned several days. In Nov. 2005 SNCTP 

contacted the UNICEF gender division and UNFPA in order to coordinate the program of the 

celebration positive responses were shown. Later SNCTP organized a meeting for the networks, 

UN agencies and universities interested in the subject to formulate a joint celebration program 

for the event. Twelve national NGOs and 5 international NGOs attended and participated in both 

the preparations and the celebrations. 

 

SNCTP organized the celebration in collaboration with the FGM/HTPs Network and the Women 

Union in Khartoum state, Sinnar and Elgazira states.  

 

In Khartoum invitations were sent to the country representatives of UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, 

youth and women unions, companies, academic institutions, governmental authorities, human 

rights institutions and school. The Memorandum of Agreement between IAC, UNICEF, UNFPA 

and WHO was attached to the invitations for the UN agencies.  

 

Celebrations 
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The February 6 celebration was conducted in El Esailat village, a one-hour drive from Khartoum 

city. It is the adjacent village to the place where the four- year old girl died in December 2005 

due to severe blood poison from FGM infibulation. The local authorities advised SNCTP to 

organize the celebration there to avoid any conflict that may arise from the victim’s relatives. 

The preparations for the event took three months and the program consisted of speeches, songs 

and drama.  Over 600 persons participated. 

 
The following day on the 7

th
 of Feb, SNCTP in collaboration with the Council of Youth & Sport 

organized the annual football competition on FGM “CUP” and players were presented with gifts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On the 8
th

 of Feb. 2006 Dr. Amna Hassan, the IAC vice president delivered statement on the 

event to a large group of government officials in Wad Medani (Elgazira state). She also 

elaborated on The Maputo protocol article 5 and the UN resolution that adopted February 6 as 

the International Day on Zero Tolerance to FGM. In addition, a one-hour comprehensive debate 

was held and broadcast on the TV emphasizing the commitment to eliminate all forms of FGM. 

 

February 9 events took place in Sinnar state. It included three panels on FGM elimination 

conducted in three girls secondary schools. Also held was a religious debate at a religious 

institute for women studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Part of the rally against FGM in Sinnar       Some religious leaders at the Institute for women studies 
.  . 
 

On the same day in the evening, a large rally took place passing through the middle of the town 

and along different streets in the residential areas. To round up the rally, the Governor of the 

state addressed the gathering and showed his commitment by issuing a local legislation to stop 

FGM in the state. He pledged his support for SNCTP branch in Sinnar state.  
 

Children celebrating Feb. 6 2006 
The Director of the Council for Youth and Sport  

Presents gifts to players  
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The Governor, the Minister of education, Director of social welfare, legal personnel, women in 

decision-making positions and many political figures attended the closing ceremony. Young 

children entertained with a drama play developed and produced by them at the closing session. 

Certificates were awarded to SNCTP HQ and its branch as well as to the children drama team.  

  

 
Sudan: Anti-FGM Rally   Sudan: Drama by children at the  

 closing ceremony 

 

Central African Republic (CAR): 

 
The February 6 commemorative activities took place in the conference hall of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. The major activity consisted of a panel discussion that was sponsored by the 

Ministry of Family and Social Affairs and National Solidarity, as well as UNICEF. 

 

The Minister Her Excellency the Minister of Family and Social Affairs and National Solidarity 

chaired the opening ceremony, which consisted of a keynote address, speeches and a poem 

recited as a tribute to the Central African woman, by Ms Yapende Claudia, a young girl from 

Marie Jeanne Caron High School in Bangui. 

 

Several papers were presented. The first paper was presented by Mrs. Marguerite Ramadan, on 

FGM in general, as well as on other harmful practices affecting the health of women and 

children.  

Mr. Antoine Mbaga, Director of cabinet of the Minister of Social Affairs, presented the second 

paper on forms of violence against women and children.  

 

Professor Abdoulaye Sepou who spoke about the health consequences of FGM introduced the 

third paper.  

The last speaker was Magistrate Arsene Sende. She discussed the legal and criminal aspects of 

FGM and other harmful practices. She reminded the public of the proclamation dated January 29, 

1966 banning FGM in Central African Republic.  

At the end of the proceedings, two pledges were made: the first by Reverend Pastor Joseph 

Ndomale on behalf of all religious leaders, and the second by Ms Luce Ngoupande on behalf of 

youth organizations. These groups pledged to support IAC-CAR in mobilizing the population 

and advocating for a behavioral change through rejecting all forms of violence against women 

and children in Central African Republic. 
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 In the evening, the national television joined the campaign against FGM with a film show 

entitled “Crusade against excision”. 

 

Niger Republic: 
Events in celebration of the third anniversary of Zero Tolerance to FGM were jointly organized 

by “le Comite Nigerien sur les pratiques traditionnelles ayant effet sur la sante des femmes et des 

enfants” (CONIPRAT), UNICEF, WHO and PLAN Niger. 

The ceremonies consisted of speeches, documentary on FGM and debates aimed at sensitizing 

the audience to the serious consequences of FGM. The media largely covered the event. 

This third anniversary was a success as it provided another opportunity to sensitize the whole 

populace.  

 

Austria:  February 6, 2006 Celebration 

 
In Austria the Afrikanishe Frauen Organization celebrated the day. Participants including 

politicians gave their view on FGM.  They supported and encouraged the anti-FGM-campaign.  

There was a mass-media campaign on activities of IAC at the grassroots level and the role of the 

African Union. 

 

Since the European Union has a new initiative on harmful traditional practices, the Austrian EU 

Presidency gave a talk on harmful traditional practices.  

 

Mrs. Barbaba Prammer, IAC Ambassador to the EU, also clarified the role of IAC and what is 

expected from the European Union during the mass media campaign.   

 

 

FGM Meeting in Nairobi 
 

Dr. Morissanda Kouyate, IAC Director of Operations represented IAC at the meeting of senior 

professionals and policy makers from government and civil society in the fields of health, social 

work and child welfare, education, police and the justice system held in Nairobi from 24
th

 -28
th

 

July 2006 to deliberate on Female Genital Mutilation.  
 

The objective of the workshop entitled Protecting Girls from Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

and Harmful Traditional Practices (HTP) Challenges and Opportunities for Legal Intervention 

in Africa was to review the existing knowledge, trends, policies and legislative frameworks on 

Female Genital Mutilation and Harmful Traditional Practices. The participants also discussed the 

legal and child protection interventions in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

The meeting was organized by the London based Foundation for Women’s Health Research and 

Development (FORWARD) in collaboration with the Inter- African Committee on Traditional 

Practices (IAC) with Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Equality Now, the Harvard Law School, and 

the World Health Organization Regional Office for Africa. 
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Dr M. KOUYATE, IAC Director of Operations (middle) 

with Massaye former excisors (Narok-Kenya) during the Nairobi meeting 

 
 
 
 

Condolences 
 
 
Liberia  
 
 
Dear Mrs. Kimba, 
 
It is with great sadness that I learnt of the passing away of your son. It is indeed a great tragedy 
not only to you as his mother, but to the rest of the IAC family which is looking up to the youth 
to build a better and fair society where men and women, girls and boys will have equal rights and 
equal opportunities. I know that your son was making valuable contribution to the work of IAC 
in Liberia. 
 
Although this is a sad moment for you, please try to take comfort in his reunion with his Creator. 
May he rest in peace. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Berhane Ras-Work 
IAC Executive Director 
 


