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Working Group on Violence Against Women

The Working Group on Violence Against Women was born out of the long
standing efforts of the Working Group on Traditional Practices Affecting the
Health of Women set up in 1977 as the Working Group on Female Circumcision.
The Group operates under the umbrella of the NGO Committee on the Status of
Women, which in turn is a Special body of the Conference of Non-Governmental
Organizations (CONGO). The principle objectives of the Working Group on
Violence Against Women are:

To follow up the recommendations contained in the reports of the Special
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and of the Special Rapporteur on
Harmful Traditional Practices.

To lobby for the adoption and implementation of mechanisms, legislation
and action plans at the national level to eliminate violence against women.

To identify the root causes of violence against women and the
consequences of such violence and to bring these to the attention of
governments.

To empower national NGOs through the provision of relevant information
in order for them to act as pressure groups for policy change.

To continue to work closely with the Special Rapporteur on Violence
Against Women, Special Rapporteur on Harmful Traditional Practices and
other concerned Special Rapporteurs.



Foreword

Gender-based violence affects women throughout their life cycle, from the cradle
to the grave. Tradition and custom entitle men to dominate and give them social
license to "discipline” their wives. To understand the source of this sense of
entitlement, it is necessary to reach back into history to see the origins of this
pattern of discrimination against women, which result in systemic gender
inequalities.

In many cultures, sons are the strong arm in the fields, sons provide protection for
the family, sons bring wives to help the family, sons carry the family name and
inherit the family land, sons care for their elderly parents and finally, it is sons who
preside at the burial rites assuring their parents' afterlife. Parents desire to have
sons to fill their needs and preserve the family. Daughters, in contrast, marry and
work for another family.

Though the bases of many of these traditions have eroded with time, the
preference for sons and the resulting subordination of women continue to this day.
Many cultures retain beliefs, norms and social institutions, which legitimize
discrimination and perpetuate violence against women. Violence against women is
most common in cultures where gender roles are strictly defined and the concept
of masculinity is linked to dominance, honour and toughness. Girls and women
internalize the low value accorded to them by society, which contributes to the
unequal power relationship in the home and society. Thus, the root of violence
against women lies in the preference for sons.

Fortunately, there is also a new and growing shift in public perception that
recognizes violations of women's human rights as violations of fundamental
human rights. It is also increasingly accepted that gender-based violence carries
with it unsustainable social and economic costs.

At a time when social problems are quantified in financial terms, it can be hoped
that this new awareness will lead to the recognition that it makes economic sense
to invest in the prevention of violence against women and promotion of women's
human rights.

Patriarchal influence has led to the misinterpretation and erroneous application of
religious teachings which are often advanced to keep women subservient, deny
them access to basic services in health, education, etc., and subject them to
violence.



The reports on violence against women by Ms. Yakin Ertirk (United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women since 2002), Ms. Radhika
Coomaraswamy (United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women
1994-2002), and Ms. Halima Warzazi, United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Harmful Traditional Practices (since 1988) confirm this state of affairs with
compelling evidence on the magnitude of the problem. Each of these reports has
presented proposals on how best to address the problem of violence (see Main
International Instruments, page 5).

Women's organizations and other non-governmental organizations pioneered the
effort to bring violence against women to the attention of the international
community. The Geneva-based Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Working
Group on Female Circumcision, the precursor of the present NGO Working Group
on Violence Against Women, was formed in 1977. NGOs brought evidence and
called for resolutions against female genital mutilation and other harmful
traditional practices first in the United Nations Human Rights Sub-Commission
and eventually in the Commission. These efforts and those made at the Vienna
Conference on Human Rights led to the appointment of the Special Rapporteurs
mentioned above.

The initiative of NGOs in providing evidence and alerting the world community
spurred United Nations special agencies and bodies to use their resources to give
wider currency to this evidence and to combat customs and traditional practices
which are harmful to women and children. The World Health Organization's
World Report on Violence (2002) has clearly demonstrated that violence is a major
and very costly health problem, targeting a sizable percentage of women. The
United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Children's Fund and the
United Nations Development Fund for Women have cooperated with NGOs in the
field, paving the way for universal acceptance of this problem. The International
Labour Organization and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization have each in their field addressed this issue. All of these
organizations have collaborated with NGOs and other civil societies to establish
definitions and recommend guidelines for action.

However, as the same words often mean different things to different people, and in
different contexts, the NGO Working Group on Violence Against Women has
compiled this glossary of violence against women. This list does not purport to be
exhaustive but could serve as a starting point for easy reference. Further, as the
compilation of terms is an ongoing process, the Working Group welcomes
additions and/or modifications as concepts, emphases and priorities evolve.
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We hope this Glossary will be helpful to governments, state institutions,
international organizations and decision makers as well as NGOs and other

stakeholders, including the private sector, to ensure that all speak the same
language when discussing various forms of violence against women.

Berhane Ras-Work Brigitte Polonovski
Inter-African Committee International Council of
on Traditional Practices Women

Affecting the Health of
Women and Children/
International Movement for
Fraternal Union Among
Races and Peoples (UFER)

Co-conveners of the NGO Working Group on Violence Against Women



Definition of Violence Against Women

Article 1 of the UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women,
proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in its resolution 48/104 of 20 December
1993, defines the term ‘“violence against women” as: “Any act of gender-
based violence that results in, or is likely to result in physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts,
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in
private life”.

Three contexts of violence are differentiated in Article 2: family, community and
state. The forms shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the
following:

Physical, sexual, psychological, and emotional violence occurring in the family:
Wife battering,
Sexual abuse of female children in the household,
Dowry-related violence,
Marital rape,
Female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women,
spousal and non-spousal violence, and violence related to exploitation.

Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general
community: rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation in the work
place including in educational institutions, trafficking in women and forced
prostitution.

Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State,
wherever it occurs.

The various forms of violence listed in Article 2, while not exhaustive, demonstrate
that much violence against women stems from unequal power relations, society's
insistence on controlling women's sexuality, and arising from customary role of
women in protecting family "honour."

It is important to note that Article 3 of the Declaration affirms women's entitlement
to the enjoyment of a variety of rights, including the right to be free from torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.



Main international instruments
(And dates of entry into force)

Universal Declaration on Human Rights, 1948

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and its Optional Protocol, 1981

Recommendation 19 of the Committee on the CEDAW, 1992

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and its two Optional
Protocols, 2000

Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, 1987

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Optional
Protocols, 2000

Vienna Declaration and Plan of Action (VDPA Vienna), 1993

The United Nations Declaration on Violence Against Women, 1993
Declaration and Programme of Action of ICPD (International Conference
on Population and Development), 1994

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 1995

The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, 1949 and 1977
The Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and
Registration of Marriages, 1964

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of Others, 1949

Note:

Covenants and Conventions are legally binding for those states, which have ratified them.
Many states have made reservations to certain articles of the Conventions. Declarations
and Recommendations are arrived at by agreement and call on governments to commit
themselves to implementing them.

Regional instruments
The African Charter on The Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1999.

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the
Rights of Women in Africa, 2003.



GLOSSARY

I.  Violence against women in the family

The most common form of violence against women is that perpetrated in the home.
Where son preference is deeply rooted, sex-selective abortion and female
infanticide take place. This situation has created serious imbalance in the male and
female populations in certain countries. Devaluation of girls during childhood
commonly results in practices such as enforced malnutrition, unequal access to
education and medical care, denial of inheritance, incest, the sale of children by
their parents for prostitution or bonded labour, early childhood marriage and
other harmful traditional practices. Then throughout their adult lives, women
suffer from physical or psychological violence: marital rape, female genital
mutilation, battering, domestic murder, dowry-related and bride-price-related
violence, honour killings and sati. Older women may become victims of violence at
the hands of family because of their age. In some countries, elderly widows are
chased away from the society identified as witches.

Although the distinct social, cultural and political contexts in which violence in the
family exists give rise to different forms, its prevalence and pattern are remarkably
consistent, spanning national and socio-economic borders and cultural identities. It
frequently stems from the same root cause, the subordinate status of women and
their subjugation. Violence in the domestic sphere is unfortunately often treated by
the authorities not as a serious crime but as a private matter outside the purview of
the law.

Breast Ironing:

A form of body modification practiced in parts of Cameroon, Pubescent girls are
flattened in an attempt to make them less sexually attractive to men, usually by
their mother. This practice is believed to help prevent rape and early marriage.
Various tools are used to perform this, including grinding stones, pestles, belts,
and heated objects to press or beat down the forming breasts.

Dry sex:

Insertion of herbs into a woman's vagina to keep it dry. Repeated sexual relations
in this condition can cause pain and laceration and contribute to infection and
transmission of HIV (e.g. Southern Africa).

Female foeticide:
Killing of the female foetus after sex detection (e.g. China, India, Bangladesh)



Female infanticide:
The killing of a girl child within weeks after her birth through a deliberate act or by
deprivation (e.g. China, India, Bangladesh).

Incest:

Sexual abuse occurring within the family. Incest is most often perpetrated on girls
by a father, stepfather, grandfather, uncle, brother or other male member in a
position of family trust. It is rarely perpetrated by a female relative. As with sexual
abuse, incest is accomplished by physical force or by coercion. Incest takes on the
added psychological dimension of betrayal by a family member who is supposed
to care for and protect the child (worldwide).

Marital rape:

Any unwanted sexual acts by a husband or ex-husband, committed without
consent and/or against a woman's will, obtained by force, or threat of force,
intimidation, or when a woman is unable to consent. These sexual acts include
intercourse, anal or oral sex, forced sexual behaviour with other individuals, and
other sexual activities that are considered by the victim as degrading, humiliating,
painful, and unwanted (worldwide).

Son preference:

Son preference is a worldwide phenomenon, although the degree and
manifestation vary. It is a form of discrimination that, in some cultures, takes a
violent form, such as the practice of prenatal sex selection leading to foeticide of
girls. Clinics in India, China, and other countries are cited as examples where by
thousands of female foetuses are killed before birth. Son preference also leads to
the deprivation of girls from receiving proper nutrition, health care, and education.

Woman battering:

Beating of a woman by her husband or partner, in addition to physical violence,
the batterer systematically uses economic subordination, threats, isolation, and a
variety of other behaviour-controlling tactics to ensure his domination
(worldwide).
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I1. Violence against women in the community

Abduction:
Kidnapping of girls by force from their family in order to violate, abuse and
forcibly marry them (e.g. Ethiopia).

Caste-based violence:
Rape and exploitation of women with impunity because of their gender and caste
(e.g. Asia, Africa).

Devadasi, Deuki and Devaki:
Offering girls to temples to provide full services, including forced prostitution (e.g.
India, Nepal).

Dowry death:
Murdering of a woman whose family fails to pay full dowry or comply with
additional demands (particularly some countries in Asia).

Early and childhood marriage:

The forced marriage of children and adolescents below the age of 18 This practice
stops the formal education and leads to poverty, health problems (fistula), early
pregnancy and vulnerability to violence, denying them their right to choice as
stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ( e.g. the Middle East and
some African countries).

Female genital mutilation (FGM):
All procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female genitalia,
or other injury to the female genital organs, whether for cultural, religious or other
non-therapeutic reasons, often referred to as 'female circumcision'. Different types
of female genital mutilation are known to be practiced today. They include:

Type | — excision of the prepuce, with or without excision of part or all of

the clitoris;

Type Il — excision of the clitoris with partial or total excision of the labia
minora;

Type Il - excision of part or all of the external genitalia and

stitching/narrowing of the vaginal opening;
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Type IV - infibulation: removal of the clitoral hood, the clitoris, the labia
minora, the labia majora and the stitching together of the two sides of the
vulva, leaving a very small hole to permit the flow of urine and menstrual
blood. The most common type of female genital mutilation is excision of
the clitoris and the labia minora, accounting for up to 80% of all cases; the
most extreme form is infibulation, which constitutes around 15% of all
procedures.

Type V - unclassified types of FGM: includes pricking, piercing or incision
of the clitoris and/or labia; stretching of the clitoris and/or labia;
cauterization by burning of the clitoris and surrounding tissues; scraping
(angurya cuts) of the vaginal orifice or cutting (gishiri cuts) of the vagina;
introduction of corrosive substances into the vagina to cause bleeding or
herbs into the vagina with the aim of tightening or narrowing the vagina;
any other procedures which fall under the definition of FGM given above
(28 countries in Africa, Indonesia, Malaysia, communities in Sri Lanka,
some countries in the Middle East, some communities in Europe, USA,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, etc.).

Forced-dress code:

Forcing a woman to cover her whole body, head, hair or face to avoid tempting
men (e.g. parts of Africa, the Middle East, Asia, some communities in the Western
world).

Forced feeding:

Feeding of young girls by force to make them gain weight and appear fat. In a
culture where obesity is identified with beauty, fat women are considered to be
more marriageable. The health consequences are multiple, including hypertension,
malformation of the bones, diabetes, etc. (e.g. Mauritania, Niger, Mali).

Forced marriage:

Any situation, in which women and girls are coerced, enticed, induced or tricked
into marriage. Forced marriages are sometimes used to justify the sexual
exploitation of children, especially young girls (e.g. Ethiopia, Turkey).

Forced prostitution:

The commercial sexual exploitation of human beings, mostly of women and girls.
It is a fundamental violation of human rights and constitutes a particular form of
forced labour, coercion, violence and contemporary form of slavery (worldwide).
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Honour Killing:

Killing or mutilation of a woman by a male relative when she allegedly steps
outside of her socially prescribed role, especially but not only, with regard to her
sexuality and to her interaction with men outside her family (e.g. Africa, Asia,
Latin America, the Middle East, some communities in Europe).

Lip plates:

Huge plates of clay worn by women to protect them from slavery by rendering
them unattractive and to enhance marriage ability. In some cases the hole is so big
that the woman's head can pass through it (e.g. Eastern Africa).

Naka:
Forcing of women to marry several times in order for the family to obtain money
or property (e.g. India).

Neck imprisoned in rings:

Preventing development of the neck muscle by imprisoning the neck in a metal
ring. An angry husband merely needs to break the ring to let the head drop and
the woman's neck will snap (e.g. Western and Southern Africa, Asia).

Polygamy:

Marrying more than one wife or marrying temporary wives, leading to insecurity
of women and facilitating the spread of HIV/AIDS. It is illegal in most countries
but still persists (many parts of Africa, the Middle East and some states of the
United States).

Rape:

Sexual penetration, however slight, of any part of the body of the victim with a
sexual organ, or of the anal or genital opening of the victim with any object or any
other part of the body. The violation is committed by force, or by threat of force or
coercion, such as that caused by fear of violence, duress, detention, psychological
oppression or abuse of power, against such person or another person, or by taking
advantage of a coercive environment, or committed against a person incapable of
giving genuine consent (if limited by natural, induced or age-related incapacity).
Proving rape is very difficult in any society, but in societies where the Islamic
Sharia is customary law, a woman must have 4 good Muslim witnesses to the rape
to validate her account; otherwise she is guilty of fornication, adultery or lying and
may go to prison. Raped women are stigmatized and often disowned (worldwide).

Sati:
Immolation of a Hindu widow on her husband's funeral pyre (e.g. India).
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Sexual harassment in the work place:

Unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature which has become a condition of
employment and advancement at work and which creates a climate of hostility,
humiliation or intimidation, obstructs career development and leads to the
termination of employment of the victim.

Sexual violence:

An umbrella term used to describe any violence, physical or psychological,
perpetrated by sexual means or by targeting sexuality. Sexual violence includes
rape and attempted rape, public humiliation, and such acts as forcing a person to
strip naked in public, forcing two victims to perform sexual acts on one another or
harm one another in a sexual manner, mutilating a person's genitals or a woman's
breasts, and sexual slavery (worldwide).

Trafficking in women:

Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring and receipt of women, using
threats, force and other forms of coercion, abduction, deception, the abuse of
power on a woman in a position of vulnerability, or giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to obtain the consent of a woman to exploit her. The
exploitation includes forced prostitution or other forms of sexual exploitation,
forced or bonded labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery,
servitude or removal of organs. The consent of the victims of trafficking is
irrelevant (worldwide).

Trokosi:

Sacrificing of young girls to the gods, though they are not slaughtered on the altar.
They are given to fetish shrines, and forced under threat of death to live as
domestic and sexual slaves. Their crimes are simply being related to a family
member who has committed a petty offence, often generations before the girls'
birth (e.g. Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, and Togo).

Violence against mountain rural women:

Rural women face domestic violence due to their poverty, lack of education and
inability to make themselves heard. Mountain rural women are even more
vulnerable due to their remoteness and even greater poverty. Thousands of
women are trafficked from rural areas in Asia to satisfy the demand in brothels,
particularly in Nepal, Myanmar, India and Thailand.

Violence Against Women on Websites:

Sexual pictures or movies, which are projected through sex websites, could bring
great impacts on societies and could justify sexual violence against women in
communities (worldwide).
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Virginity testing:

Subjecting a woman to pressure and control both by her family and by societal
norms in order to verify her virginity. This insistence on virginity is unique to
women. A woman found to be a virgin on her wedding night is regarded as
respectable, while one suspected of having lost her virginity is shamed and
rejected (e.g. the Middle East, East Africa, in some parts of Caribbean).

Widowhood rites:

After the death of the husband accusing fingers are pointed at the widow
suspecting her of being the cause of his death. She is forced to pass harsh rituals
such as drinking the water with which the corps has been washed to prove her
innocence. She is deprived of sleep, food, and proper care. Most often she is forced
to marry a brother or a cousin of the husband. The widow suffers from emotional
as well as physical violence (e.g. Nigeria, Ghana).

Wife inheritance:

A widow inherited by a brother in law or a cousin in law against her will (Africa,
Asia, and the Middle East).

15



I11.  Violence against women by the State

Women are subjected to all forms of state violence, but also to gender- specific
forms of state violence perpetrated by law-enforcement officials or other security
or military personnel. This can include rape, sexual abuse and harassment,
virginity testing, forced abortion, forced pregnancy, etc.

Gender-specific torture and ill treatment:

Gender often has a considerable impact on the form that torture takes, the
circumstances in which it occurs, its consequences, and the availability of, and
access to remedies for its victims. Rape, threat of rape, electro-shock to the genitals
and strip-searching of women detainees by male guards are frequently the forms
that such gender-specific torture takes place. In societies where a woman's
sexuality is a reflection of family "honour", these forms of torture and ill-treatment
are rarely reported.

Rape and sexual violence:

See chapter Il, Violence Against Women in the Community. When the rape is
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian
population and the perpetrator know that, it is a crime against humanity
(International Criminal Court).

Refugees and displaced women:

According to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
more than 75% of displaced persons are women and their children, who are
subjected to physical and sexual violence either during their flight or when they
arrive in the country of asylum, be it from members of the armed forces, camp
guards, immigration agents, bandits, pirates, local populations, individuals
belonging to rival ethnic groups or other refugees. Denial of access to emergency
contraception to raped women by authorities directing the refugee camp is a
violation of the women's reproductive rights (worldwide).

Situations of women in armed conflict:

During times of war, women have always been targeted for sexual violence. Rape
and enforced impregnation are weapons of war, a means of ethnic cleansing, as
hostages in armed conflict and a means of humiliating men and tarnishing their
family honour. In turn, women are often ostracized by the family and the
community because they have been raped. Rape is an international crime against
humanity (Rome statute of the International Criminal Court).
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Violence against women's reproductive rights:

The right of men and women to be informed and to have access to safe, available,
affordable and acceptable methods of choice for regulation of fertility was upheld
and confirmed at the International Conference on Population and Development
held in Cairo in 1994. The right of access to appropriate reproductive health care
services that will enable women to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth was
accepted for couples to have a healthy infant. The denial of this right violates the
bodily integrity of women.

Violence in prison:

Women in detention are in particular danger. Although men are also subjected to
sexual violence, these forms of state violence are more consistently perpetrated
against women. A clear contributing factor to sexual violence against women in
prison is that, in many states, male correctional staff reflects society’s evaluation of
women. The practice of allowing male correctional staff to supervise female
inmates, to undertake body searches, and to be present where female inmates are
naked further humiliates female prisoners. Another underlying source of sexual
violence is the lack of separation between men and women inmates.

Violence against migrant women:

Besides refugee and displaced women, migrant women are also one of the groups
who are easily exposed to several forms of violence by the state, because of their
unstable status. Especially migrant women who have lost or been deprived their
legal immigration status in a course of violence are most vulnerable.

17



What can be done to end violence against women ?

Answers to the following questions may contribute to ending violence against

women.

10.

11.

What is the role and responsibility of the education sector, e.g. teachers
and textbooks, in the eradication of violence against women?

What can legislators, judges and lawyers do to apply new concepts and
new languages to advance and reinforce gender equality?

How can multinational corporations and other employers change their
policies and practices to promote gender equality, such as pay equity?

What is the role and responsibility of religious institutions in the
promotion of all full human rights for women and women's full
participation in social, cultural, and political life?

Who profits from the dehumanization and exploitation of women and girls
and the degradation of their social status? Do sex tourism; trafficking and
other forms of commercial sexual exploitation contribute to a country's
GNP?

Globally, how can women, in solidarity with one another, hold authorities
accountable for their words and actions in implementing the eradication of
violence against women?

How does the image projection of women in popular culture (e.g.,
advertising, movies, music, television, stereotypes and caricatures)
reinforce and legitimize violence against women?

Who are the perpetrators and what measures must be taken to end
impunity on violence against women in all its forms?

How can we publicly expose and create awareness of the devastating
consequences of psychological and physical violence against women?

How can individuals in their daily lives contribute to the eradication of
violence against women?

What measures both legislative and practical do governments take to end
violence against women?

18



USEFUL WEB LINKS

NGO Committee on the Status of Women
ngo-csw-ny@hotmail.com

Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women
and Children
www.iac-ciaf.com

International Council of Women
www.icw-cif.org

Lobby Européen des Femmes
www.womenlobbv.org

Conseil de I'Europe
www.assembly.coe.int

International Women’s Tribune Centre
WWW.iwtc.org

International Alliance of Women
www.womenalliance.com

Young Women's Christian Association (World YWCA)
www.worldywca.org

Global Fund for Women
www.globalfundforwomen.org

Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW)
WWW.acww.org.uk

International Women's Tribune Centre (IWTC)
WwWWw.iwtc.org

The International Alliance for Women (TIAW)
www.tiaw.org
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International Federation of University Women (IFUW)
www.ifuw.org

International Planned Parenthood Federation WHR
www.ippfwhr.org

Human Rights Watch
www.hrw.org

Amnesty International
www.amnesty.org

Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture
www.omct.org

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
www.ohchr.org

United Nations Development Fund For Women (UNIFEM)
www.unifem.org

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
www.unicef.org

World Health Organization (WHO)
www.who.org

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
www.unfpa.org

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
www.unhcr.org

International Organization for Migration IOM)
www.iom.int

International Labour Organisation (ILO)
www.ilo.int

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw
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United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw

United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement
of Women (INSTRAW)
WWW.Un-instraw.org
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"Throughout the world, there are practices in the f amily that are violent towards
women and harmful to their health. Young girls aree xcised, live under severe dress
codes, are given for prostitution, denied property rights and killed for the sake of
honour in the family. These practices and many others constitute a form of
violence but have avoided national and internationa | scrutiny because they are
seen as cultural practices that deserve tolerance and respect. The universal
standards of human rights are often denied full operation when it comes to the
rights of women. Cultural relativism is therefore o ften an excuse to allow for
inhumane and discriminatory practices against women in the community. In the
next century, the problems posed by cultural relati vism, and the implications for
women's rights, will be one of the most importanti ssues in the field of
international human rights". 1

THE ROOT OF IT ALL

! Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence ajaimmen, its causes and
consequences, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, submitectbrdance with the
Commission on Human Rights 58th session, Janud®,2@solution 2001/49,
Cultural practices in the families that are violeawards women.

22



